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PSALM xxv1r. 3. 


THOUGH AN HQST SHOULD ENCAMP AGAINST 
ME, MY HEART SHALL NOT FEAR— THOUGH 
WAR SHOULD RISE AGAINST ME, IN THIS 
WILL 1 BE CONFIDENT. 


— 


T uxse words of the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
are expreſſive of a firm belief frthe ſuper- 
intending Providence of Gop, and a full 
conviction that he will never fail to afford 
a] neceſſary protection and ſupport to his 
faithful ſervants, in the moſt trying cir- 
cumſtances, —The doctrine of Providence 
indeed, appears ſo cloſely connected with 
he acknowledgment of the being of a God, 
at one might naturally be led to conclude, 
that where the latter was believed, the former 
Would not be rejected. The material world, 
n every fide, preſents us with ſuch ſtriking 

indications 
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indications of Almighty Power, that we no 
ſooner contemplate the wonders around us, 
than we diſcover the divine Author; and 
may we not equally diſcover, that the ſame 
power that was neceſſary to create, was alſo 
neceſſary to preſerve? It is a concluſion  ? 
founded on the cleareſt principles of reaſon 
and philoſophy, that were the ſuperintend- 
ing care of- Providence withdrawn for a 
ſingle moment, the beautiful arrangement of 8 
things we now ſee and admire, would im- 
mediately be reduced to chaos.* But if the 
material world be the object of the divine 
agency, can we poſſibly ſuppoſe that this 
agency is not equally extended to the rational 
world? That man, the chief of Gop's 
works here below, whether we -regard his 
bodily powers or intellectual faculties, ſhould 
be altogether neglected? That the dwelling 
ſhould be allowed. to engage more of the 
care of heaven than the inhabitant, for whoſe 
accommodation it appears to have been prin- 
cipally formed? Nay, would it not imph 
the greateſt abſurdity to conclude, that mere 
matter, incapable of ſenſation, ſhould be 

more 


„See Clarke's Evidences of Natural and Revealed Religion, page 15 
Allo Jenkin's Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtiav Religion, vol, ad. chap. 9 


9 
more highly regarded, than a being who 
can feel, and gratefully acknowledge the 
favours received? 

Thus the light of reaſon, if fairly em- 
ployed, will lead us to this important con- 
cluſion, that “ doubtleſs there is a Gop 
that judgeth the earth.“ 

Yet how highly are we indebted to 1 
goodneſs of Gop, that this doctrine does 
not reſt merely on the foundation of what 
reaſon might infer, but is clearly taught and 
eſtabliſhed in his revealed word — in the 
Sacred Pages of both the Old and New 
n Teſtaments this leading truth is illuſtrated 
„In the moſt ſtriking colours, and confirmed 


of by the moſt appoſite examples. We there 
14 read that in Gop's hand is the ſoul of 


every living thing, and the breath of all 
mankind ”+ — that the Lox is the pre- 
ſerver of men ' that he holdeth our 
ſoul in life, and * will be our guide unto 
death S- that in him we live and move 
nd have our being“ —that ** the very 


Miairs of our head are all numbered.”* | 
B We 


Plalm lviii, 10. + Job xii, 10. f Job vii. 20. 5 Ps. lavi. g. 
Ps. xlviti, 14. T As xvii. 28. Luke xii. 7. 
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We are there alſo expreſsly inſtructed that 
the providential care of Heaven is extended 
to man in his ſocial, as well as individual 
capacity; and that nations and kingdoms are 
under his government: For the Most 
Hicn ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomſoever he will.“ The 
LokD increaſeth the nations and deſtroyeth 
them : he enlargeth the nations and ſtrait» W ,, 
eneth them again.. 

The hiſtory of the Jews may not impro- 
perly be termed a ſacred record of divine 
Providence. And What is uſually called 
profane hiſtory, were effects, with equal 
accuracy and truth, traced to the original 
Cauſe, and the inſtrument to the Hand 
whoſe direction it obeyed, the conſtant in- 
terpoſition of Providence would be diſplayed 
in the moſt legible characters. The hiſtory 
of our own Nation in particular, will furniſh] 
ample proofs of this nature. And the awful 
ſcenes which have lately paſſed around us, 
one might imagine, could not fail to impreſs 
the heart of the moſt careleſs obſerver, with 


a powerful conviction, ** that the hand 0 
tha 


* Daniel iv. xvii, 


+ Job xii, 33. 


IF 

the Loxp hath done this; and that the 
Holy One of Iſrael hath created it.”* | 

It will not, I truſt, be thought neceſſary 
for me to dwell any longer on the proofs of 
this doctrine, I have no reaſon to queſtion 
your ready acknowledgment of this great 
truth, But is there no duty connected with 
this acknowledgment ? If Gop governs the 
world, and condeſcends to behold the things 
that are tranſacted here below, have we no 
intereſt in all this? Is it not of the higheſt 
concern, and ſhould it not be the firſt object 
of our care, to ſecure the favour and pro- 
tection of this Almighty Being? It is evi- 
dently our duty and our intereſt to employ 
our beſt endeavours to propitiate that Gop, 
who is mighty to fave or to deſtroy,” and 
then with pious confidence, truſt in his 
goodneſs, that he will afford us all neceſſary 
aid, relieve us under every difficulty, or at 
leaſt diſpoſe all events ultimately to promote 


our benefit. Supported by this animating 


aſſurance that Gop is our defence, we may 

apply to ourſelves the words of the Pfalmiſt 

in the text —** Though an hoſt of men 

ſhould encamp againſt me, my heart ſhall 

| B 2 not 
® Iſaiah xli. 20. 
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not fear: though war ſhould riſe againſt me, 
in this will I be confident.” 

But to repoſe truſt and confidence in the 
Providence of God is not all that is required 
of us. In the hour of difficulty and danger, 
it behoves us to have recourſe to the divine 
aid, becauſe we are weak, dependent crea- 
tures. But does it not alſo become our duty 


to ſecond our application to Heaven by our 


own beſt efforts? The doctrine of Provi- 
dence were indeed unhappily perverted, if 
it were underſtood to ſuperſede, not to encou- 
rage human endeavours. The means which 
Providence hath already beſtowed ſhould be 
faithtully employed. We ought doubtleſs 
to truſt that God will be pleaſed to afford 
whatever is neceſſary for our preſervation — 
whatever is neceſſary for our health, and 
comfortable ſubſiſtence. But ſhould our 
confidence be extended to ſuch an unlimited 
degree, as to induce us to fit down in torpid 
indifterence, and neglect thoſe means of ſup- 
plying our wants which he has already 
placed within our reach? A conduct like 
this would indicate a criminal preſumption, 
not a reaſonable confidence; for little claim 
can that man make to further aſſiſtance, who 

_ neglects 
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neglects to employ hat which has been 
already beſtowed. 

Theſe obſervations, I preſume, will not 
be thought foreign or inapplicable to our 
own circumſtances, and to the occaſion of 
the preſent ſolemnity. We are at this mo- 
ment engaged in an eventful war; and our 


ſituation, it muſt be owned, is, in many 


reſpects, truly alarming. We are urged by 


every motive, that can addreſs our hopes 


and fears, to apply, with earneſt ſupplica- 
tion, for the protection of Heaven; and at 
the ſame time to exert our moſt vigorous 
efforts, to guard againſt the common danger. 
If ever there was an occaſion that imperiouſly 
demanded a more than common exertion— 
if ever there was a period when it concerned 
every Briton to ſtep forward in his Country's 
cauſe — this is that period! We are not 
now engaged in a conteſt for power or domi- 
nation; nat to gratify the views of ambition, 
or add new conqueſts to the Britiſh Empire, 
No. The important ſtake for which we now 
contend, is no leſs than the very exiſtence 
of that Empire. The ſtruggle involves in 
its conſequences, our King and our Country 
—our Liberty, our Property, our Religion, 

- and 
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and our Laws! Our Enemies have not heſi- 
tated publicly to avow the moſt relentleſs 
hatred againſt us. They have ventured to 
declare an irreconcileable hoſtility againſt 
our civil and religious eſtabliſhments — they 
have inſolently pronounced that France and 
Britain cannot exiſt together !* 

At the commencement of the war num- 
bers were, or at leaſt aftected to be perſuaded, 
that the dreadful conteſt might have been 
honourably declined. It is now but of little 
importance to ſettle the queſtion of aggres- 
ſion, and to decide whether the war, even 
at its origin, was not on our part ſtrictly 
defenſive. The ſubſequent conduct of the 
Enemy hath placed the queſtion on a different 


baſis. No ſooner were all reaſonable terms 


of accommodation rejected — no ſooner was 
every overture for Peace contemptuouſly de- 
clined, and every conciliatory propoſition 
anſwered by the menace that the terms of 
peace would be dictated in this Kingdom at 
the head of an invading Army — from that 


moment no choice has remained to the People 


of this Land, but either with cowardly 
ſubmiſſion 


* See the Proclamation of the Directory of France, 1 Frimaire, (Nov, 


21, 1797) the Gch. year of the Republic. 
+ See the ſame Proclamation, 


„ and. Nam 1 a. —— n oy" 
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ſubmiſſion to appeaſe the vengeance of the 
adverſary, and tamely bend the neck to the 
yoke of ſervitude, —or with manly forti- 
tude to maintain the character of Britons — 
aſſert our native independence, and, to the 
very laſt extremity, repel the invaders of 
our Country. Baſe and abject muſt be that 
ſoul, that can hefitate for a moment in 
chooſing the latter alternative—that . can 
endure the very thought of diſgraceful capi- 
tulation, and of hugging the chain of flaviſh 
dependence. On a queſtion like this, could 
our brave anceſtors look down and behold 
the leaſt mark of heſitation, how would 
they bluſh for their degenerate deſcendants ! 

But ſuppoſe us to have forfeited the ſpirit 
of our anceſtors; ſuppoſe, merely for the 
argument's ſake, a ſtate of things, which, I 
truſt, will never be realized, that in conſe- 
quence of ſome baleful influence, the ſub- 
jects of this Realm ſhould be diſpoſed to 
furrender the honour and independence of 
the Kingdom; to violate the ſacred bonds of 
allegiance to their King, and of attachment 
to the Conſtitution: yet would they be 
equally diſpoſed to relinquiſh their own in- 


tereſt and welfare? To ſurrender all the in- 
valuable 
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valuable bleſſings connected with this happy 
Conſtitution? —the privilege of dwelling 
« ſafely, every man under his vine and 
under his fig-tree ” * — the privilege of 
equal laws impartially adminiſtered — the 
privilege of property ſecured from rapacious 
hands— together with the privilege of wor- 
ſhipping Gop in whatever religious forms 
the conſcience may approve? Theſe privi- 
leges are not confined to this or that order 
of ſociety : they are equally extended to 
all: they pervade the whole ſyſtem of 
the community, and diffuſe their impar- 
tial influence to the humbleſt, as well as the 
moſt exalted member of the State — all, 
therefore, without exception, are deeply in- 
tereſted in their preſervation, and are bound 
by the ſtrongeſt motives, to guard and pre- 
ſerve them with a jealous care. 

I am well aware that it hath frequently 
been inſinuated, with the moſt inſidious de- 
ſign, that the great and the opulent, —thoſe 
who are ſometimes termed the favourites of 
fortune, and have much property at ſtake, 
are the only perſons who have reaſon to be 
alarmed at the approach of an invading vic- 

| torious 


* 1 Kings, iv. 25, 
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torious Enemy. To you, my friends, it is 
almoft needleſs to detect the fallacy of this 
inſinuation; you are well convinced, that 
in the according harmony of a well mixed 
State, one member cannot ſuffer, but all 
the members muſt ſuffer with it.” — The 
labourer and the mechanic, the man who © 
procures the neceſſaries of life by the ſweat 
of his brow, muſt ſeek employment, and 
the reward of his induſtry, from the hands 
of his more wealthy neighbour. Thus 
in the animal ſyſtem, by the regular courſe 
of circulation, the extremities are ſupplied 
with neceſſary ſupport; but intercept the 
genial current at the heart, and every mem- 
ber muſt languiſh, decay, and perith, We 
are all, then, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
deeply concerned in the opulence, the com- 
merce, and the general proſperity of the 
kingdom at large. 

Let it ever. be remembered, that wealth 
can furniſh no enjoyment to its poſſeſſor, 
without the induſtry of the inferior orders; 
and that these would in vain look for ſubſiſt- 
ence and ſupport, unleſs from the ſtores of 
the powerful and wealthy. In a word, by an 
abſolute decree of Providence eſtabliſhed in 

C our 
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our nature, ſubordination forms a neceſſary 
chain of connexion and mutual dependence, 
which cannot be broken, or even impaired, 
without the moſt ruinous effects. In truth, 
were it poſſible for the Enemy to carry their 


threats into execution, and ſucceed in their 


deſperate attempts againſt this kingdom, every 
order and deſcription of its inhabitants, be 
aſſured, would be compelled to drink the 
bitter cup of ſuffering, even to the dregs. — 
In proof of this, we need only appeal to well 
authenticated facts recorded in the paſſing 
hiſtory of the times. Enquire what has 


been the conduct of the enemy in Holland, 


in Switzerland, in Italy; in ſhort, in every 
territory where they have been enabled to 


erect their ſtandard Have they not marked | 


their progreſs by acts of cruelty, devaſtation, 


and plunder? — and under the plauſible pre- 


text of liberty and fraternity, have they not 
annihilated the antient forms of Govern- 
ment ? and reduced the people to the moſt 


lamentable ſtate of poverty and vaſſalage? 


And could Britain, if induced to capitulate 
with the foe, reaſonably expect a milder 
fate? Say rather, would not the yoke be 
bound upon our necks with tenfold aggrava- 


tion 2 I 
t 


19 

It is well known that this highly favour- 
ed nation has long been conſidered as the 
abhorred rival of France — has ever been 
viewed with an eye of jealouſy and envy, 
as the grand obſtacle to her ambitious pro- 
jects. Would not France then, if a favour- 
able occaſion offered, eagerly gratify the 
infatiable paſſions of avarice and revenge, at 
the expence of her proſtrate rival? Nay 
would ſhe not, even on a principle of policy, 
think it expedient to deprive us of every 
means of future competition? Nothing, in 
ſhort, can be more evident, than that, if it 
ſhould be the will of Heaven, as a puniſh- 
ment for our iniquities, to give us over a 
prey to our enemies — it is not for me to 
deſcribe the ſad variety of wretchedneſs, 
which muſt then be experienced by us — in 
ſuch a dreadful event, ſuffice it to declare, 
that no forrow would be like unto our 
ſorrow,” 

It will naturally be enquired, to what new, 
and extraordinary combination of circum- 
ſtances is it to be aſcribed, that France is 
now become the object of terror and alarm 
to ſurrounding nations — more eſpecially 
will Britons be ready to make the enquiry, 

| C 2 who 
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who, on former occaſions, have frequently 
been enabled to chaſtiſe her inſolence, and 
repel her moſt powerful efforts. 
I be politician will probably tell us, that 
much of the effect may be attributed to the 
pernicious doctrines taught, and induſtri- 
ouſly propagated by the emiſſaries and parti- 
fans of France — Doctrines that have too 
well tucceeded in creating disloyalty and 
disaffection, eſpecially in the breaſts of the 
inferior ranks of ſociety; and have thus 
fatally tainted the heart, and blaſted the 
arm of national defence. They will alfo 
urge, that the ruling deſpotiſm of that nation, | 
has not ſcrupled to adopt ſuch arbitrary 
means of concentrating her force, as none of | 
her Kings had ever dared to employ. They | 
will probably add, that France, having as- 
sumed like Rome of old, a military charac- 
ter, has gone far beyond the example pro- 
feſſedly imitated, in the moſt dreadful acts 
of perfidy, cruelty, and extortion : and has 
unitormly employed the plunder of every 
recent conqueſt, in new and more extenſive 
ſchemes of depredation. 
In this manner will the politician attempt 
to account for ſuch a rapid ſucceſſion of 
-  victones 
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victories as have filled all nations with 
aſtoniſhment and apprehenſion: nay, perhaps 
he will reſt ſatisfied that he has affigned 
cauſes adequate to the effects produced — As 
ſecondary cauſes, who will venture to queſtion 


their weight and importance? But the 


Chriſtian philoſopher extends his view be- 
yond theſe limits. He ſees in the wonderful 
and unexampled victories of France, the 
hand of the Almighty ſtretched out to take 
vengeance on a wicked world. He ſecs a 
people, preeminent in guilt, in profligacy, 
and infidelity, ſelected as proper inſtruments 
for this awful purpoſe — to warn the careleſs, 


to reclaim the diflolute, and to puniſh the 


abandoned ; and at the ſame time to become, 
by a juſt retribution, the devoted objects of 
their own vengeance. 

It will not, I preſume, be neceſſary for me 
to purſue this ſubject, If I have not been 
altogether diſappointed of my aim, you are 
effectually convinced that it behoves you to 
be warned by the portentous figns of the 
times, and ſeaſonably to provide for your own 
ſecurity, by attending to their ſalutary ad- 
monitions. So far at leaſt as regards your 
military — you have not been in- 

attentive; 
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attentive. Your ardour and energy has 


hitherto challenged the higheſt approbation. 
Go on, my gallant countrymen, and fellow- 
ſoldiers, in the road of patriotiſm and ho- 
nour — perſevere in the object you have 
choſen ; and let the ſteadineſs and conſiſtency 
of your conduct teſtify, that you have been 
more influenced by the merit, than the novel- 
ty of the cauſe. Let it be your pride to 
become good foldiers, by a ſtrict attention to 
diſcipline, and the uſe of arms, and a prompt 
obedience to the commands of thoſe, to whom 
obedience is due. Be aſſured, that ſhould 
circumſtances demand your exertions in the 
field of battle, the excellency of your diſci- 
pline will afford the beſt human means of 
perſonal ſecurity — and render your ſervices, 
doubly efficacious, and valuable to your 
country. 

But, my friends, perhaps I am deviating 
from the preacher's province, to whom it more 
eſpecially belongs to point out and enforce, 
rather your s2cred, than your m/:tary duties. 

When it is conſidered that thoſe, who are 
engaged in the profeſſion of arms, muſt of 
neceſſity be expoſed to peculiar danger: and 
that life, uncertain in its beſt condition, 

18 
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is rendered ſtill more precarious to the ſol- 


dier; one might naturally be led to conclude 


that this circumſtance would have no little 
weight in promoting religious habits, and 
powerfully impreſs the mind with a ſenſe of 
the importance of a ſerious and virtuous con- 
duct, — But will experience juſtify this fa- 
vourable concluſion? Does not the life of 
a ſoldier generally bear the outward indica- 
tions of levity and folly ? Nay, 1s it not too 
often marked by acts of a profligate and 
immoral nature? —It were indeed much 


to be wiſhed, that the intervals of duty were 


employed to better purpoſes, than in pro- 


moting a ſpirit unfriendly to religious obli- 


oations ; and that by means of ſome ſalutary 
and ſeaſonable regulations, the abundant lei- 
ſure of the military profeſſion, might not 
continue, as it is generally ſuppoſed, a ſnare 
to the morals of the young and unexperi- 
enced — Be this, however, as it may, you, 


my friends, arg exempt from temptations of 


this nature—with you, the ſeaſon of mili- 


tary duty is the ſeaſon of relaxation from 


your uſual engagements — But the regular, 
as well as the occaſional ſoldier, might rea- 
dily make his military, in ſome meaſure ſub- 

ſervient 


q 
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ſervient to religious and moral diſcipline 
He might conſider thoſe duties which con- 
tribute to the health and vigour of the body; 
which promote habits of attention, regula- 
rity, decency, and ſubordination; as not re- 
motely connected with thoſe duties of Chris- 
tianity which give health and vigour to the 
ſoul, and promote its eſſential intereſts, — 
St. Paul ſeems to have been well aware of this 
connexion ; at leaſt, he frequently employs 
military terms to illuſtrate and enforce divine 
precepts — The following paſſage is a ſtrik- 
ing inſtance of this obſervation, and claims 
your particular attention. — © Take unto 
you the whole armour of Gop that you may 
be able to withſtand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to ſtand. Stand therefore, 
having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs ; 


and your feet ſhod with the preparation of | 


the Goſpel of Peace—above all taking 
the ſhield of faith, wherewith ye ſhall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked — and take the helmet of falvation 
and the ſword of the Spirit, winch. 1 is the 
Word of God,”* 

Give 


# Fphevians, vi. 19, &c. 
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Give me leave alſo to mention another 


inducement for uniting the duties of the 
Soldier with thoſe of the Chriſtian. When 
the hoſt goeth forth againſt thine enemies, 
then keep thee from every wicked thing.“ “ 
—This was the ſolemn injunction of the 
Almighty to the people of Iſrael — not to 
be confined to any particular deſcription of 
men ; it doubtleſs was deſigned to compre- 
hend the military as well as civil orders of 
ſociety ; and indeed with how much greater 
confidence might we hope for the protection 
of the Lord our Gov, and that he would 
be pleaſed to give us victory in the battle, 
did our warriors carefully attend to the di- 
vine authority, and keep themſelves from 
every evil thing. 

Let me not, however, be ſuppoſed to re- 
commend to your notice an occaſional atten- 
tion to religious duties, merely confined to 


the ſeaſon of danger and alarm — I would 


impreſs your hearts with a lively and laſt- 


D ing 


* Deuteronomy, xxiii. g. 


+ It the influence of example ſhould be thought neceſſary to promote 
the union above recommended, ſome diſtinguiſhed characters of modern 
times might be pointed out, who, to the higheſt degree of profeſſional 
{kill and bravery, have added Ihe heroiſm of the true Chriſtian: And 
among theſe, let it not appear invidious to mention particularly, the venerabie 
names of a Howz, a DUNCAN, and a NELSO. 
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ing conviction, that the fear of Gop ſhould 
be the prevailing principle of your whole 
lives, and ſanctify every part of your con- 
duct. Such a principle, be aſſured, will 
prove the moſt effectual ſecurity againſt the 
fear of men; it will inſpire that genuine 
courage which, to the Soldier, is at once 
his ornament and protection. It will ſupply 
firmneſs and fortitude under every trial ; it 
will beſtow comfort and conſolation at the 
hour of death, 
We all of us profeſs ourſelves fincere 
lovers of our Country — We have this day 
united in prayer for the peace of our Jeru- 
ſalem O that we could be prevailed upon 
to promote hat peace, by repentance and 
reformation ! — While, with a laudable zeal, 
numbers of you have devoted much of your 
time and attention, to the uſe of arms, in 
order to ſtrengthen the defence of the Na- 
tion, at an awful criſis — and perhaps ſtill 
greater numbers have made large and liberal 
contributions for its ſupport the ardour of 
your patriotiſm muſt not be queſtioned: but, 
J fear, it has not always occurred to your 
minds, how much you might ſtill further 
contribute to the welfare -of your Country, 
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27 
by ſacrificing your irregular paſſions, and 
vicious habits to the cauſe. Confide not 
alone in the arm of fleſh;” „ truſt not 
in chariots and in horles.” It is of till 
higher importance, that you ſhould “ re- 
member the Lo RD your Gop.” By the 
mercy and goodneſs of that Gop, we have 
been hitherto preſerved from the more dread- 


ful effects of war; while other nations and 
| kingdoms have been forced to feel its com- 


plicated miſeries. Let us not, however, 
rafſhly preſume on his future forbearance ; 
for though the ſtorm has raged at a dis- 
tance, it may {till be commiſſioned to ſpread 
among us, havock and devaſtation. Fearful 
and apprehenſive of theſe judgments, let us 
repent us truly of our fins, while, through 
the merits of our Redeemer, mercy may 
be found ; then, may we humbly hope to 
ſecure the favour and protection of Gop ; 
then, may we indulge the pious confidence 
of the royal Author of text, Though an 
hoſt of men ſhould encamp againſt me, my 
heart ſhall not fear: though war ſhould 
riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident.” 
AMEN. 
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Prayer of Consecration. 
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OA RTV LORD GOD, who art 


the protector and defender of all that put 


their truſt in thee; we thy humble ſervants, 
duly ſenſible of our own weakneſs and inſuf- 
ficiency, apply to thee for ſuccour in the day 
of our trouble. We know and are aſſured, 
O Lok, that thou art mighty to fave, but 
that the help of man is weak and vain: we 
confide not therefore in our own ſtrength, 


but in thy Almighty arm. Defend us, we 


beſeech thee, from the hoſtile deſigns of our 
foreign enemies, from the gathering toge- 
ther of the froward, and from the inſur- 
rection of wicked doers;” and while we 
thus proſtrate ourſelves before thee, devout- 
ly imploring thy grace and protection, may 
we alſo prevail with thee to further all our 


lawful endeavours to preſerve, from the 
hands 
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hands of rapine and violence, thoſe ineſtima- 
ble bleſſings thy Providence hath beſtowed 
on the people of this land. We truſt thou 
wilt be pleaſed to favour the righteous cauſe 
in which we are engaged — *©* Proſper thou 
the work of our hands upon us, O proſper 
thou our handy-work.” — With this confi- 
dence we have preſumed to bring theſe ban- 
ners, the cmblems of war, within the doors of 
thy holy temple, that they may be thus folemn- 
ly confecrated to thy ſervice, and to the ſupport 
of thy true religion. — O may they hence- 
forth become a ſacred pledge of our faith in 
thee, of our allegiance to our gracious 
Sovereign, and of our veneration for the 
laws eſtabliſhed among us! May they alſo 
become a bond of union among ourſelves, 
and a folemn token of brotherly affection 
And ſuffer⸗ zus, O bleſſed Lo RD, to in- 
dulge a 2. perſuaſion that they will 
never be diſgraced by diſaffection, ſtained 
by cruelty, or tarniſhed by cowardice. — 
Confirm our hearts, and ſtrengthen our 
hands, that we may quit ourſelves like men, 
in whatever difficulty or danger we may be 
called upon to ſhare ; and endue our minds 
with ſuch fortitude as may enable us, not 
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only to repel, but alſo to pardon the aggres. 
ſion of our enemies. 

Finally, O Loxb, we beg that thou 
wouldeſt be pleaſed, of thy gracious goodneſs, 
to turn the hearts of thoſe that delight in 
war. Diſpoſe them to follow the things that 
make for peace, and cultivate the principles 
of humanity, juſtice, and moderation. Open 
their eyes, that they may diſcover the light 
of thy truth, and renounce the error of ther 
ways: — So we, that are thy people,” and 
the ſheep of thy paſture, ſhall give thee? 
thanks for ever, and will alway be ſhewing 
forth thy praiſe from generation to gene- 
ration,” and continually ſerve thee in all 
godly quietneſs, through Jesus CuRIST : 
our Loxp, Amen. 


